INTRODUCTION
The Reverend Dr George E. Post began collecting plants from the eastern Mediterranean region on his arrival from the USA as a missionary to Syria (Tripoli, now modern Lebanon) in November 1863 (Musselman, 2006) . He returned to America in 1867 for his wife to convalesce following an illness. However, he returned in 1868 to take up the post of Professor in the Medical Department of the Syrian Protestant College, soon to be named the American University of Beirut. This allowed him to write his book, the Flora of Syria, Palestine and Sinai, which was published by the College in 1896. In this work and its revision by John Edward Dinsmore of the American colony, Jerusalem, and published by the American University of Beirut in 1932 and 1933, the classification followed that of Boissier in his Flora Orientalis (Boissier, 1867 (Boissier, -1888 . During the 1960s, Mrs Winnie Edgecombe organized the whole herbarium, cabinets and contents, strictly following the text of Post (1932 Post ( -1933 . Recently, a major recuration of the Post Herbarium has been undertaken, in which the species within each genus have been segregated geographically according to present-day national boundaries of the countries included in the large area covered by the Flora in the latter part of the 19th century. This new organization is more meaningful and useful to present-day researchers (Sinai, now Egypt, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and south-west Turkey). The specimens of each species of each genus are being segregated into the following geographical regions: 1, Lebanon; 2, Rest of the Middle East; 3, Europe; 4, Africa; 5, Rest of the world (Talhouk, Sinno-Saoud & Jury, 2003 [2006 ). Each genus folder also carries the family name, in addition to the generic name. Within it, each species is placed in an individual white paper species cover, which carries the species name and its number as it appears in the Flora.
The Post Herbarium is rich in type specimens. We located 70 of Post's types in the first set of cabinets that we reorganized (Musselman & Sinno-Saoud, 2004) . We have now finished reorganizing another set of cabinets and were able to identify types of Boissier, Blanche, Aznavour and Gandoger, in addition to the many Post types that are included in this paper. All the type specimens identified are placed in red type folders, within which is included a photocopy of the protologue. We have finished scanning these Post types with details entered into a searchable database. In addition to G and BEI, Post's specimens are also deposited at AAR, B, BM, C, E, F, FI, K, MICH, MO, NA, OXF, US and Z (Post, 1888; Vegter, 1983) . In the preparation of this paper, we also searched the BM herbarium.
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